Surname 1
Name
Tutor
Course
Date
Allusion in the Poem “Parable of the Hostages” by Louise Gluck.
Introduction
‘‘Parable of the Hostages’’ by Louise Gluck is one of the insightful poetic pieces in the book "American Literature in the World" by Wai Chee Dimock. The context of the poem is the Trojan War, which was fought between the Greeks and the defenders of the city of Troy in Anatolia (Glück 3). In this war, the Greeks had extra leaders and special heroes, and as such, they showed braveness and great courage on the battlefield. Further, the poem asserts that the Greeks were confused either to continue staying in the battlefields or to go home and meet their wives, which sets the context of the poem. The poem notes “the Greeks are sitting on the beach, wondering what to do when the war ends.” No one wants to go home, back to that bony island; everyone wants a little more of what there is in Troy, more life on the edge, that sense of every day as being packed with surprises” (Glück 8).The poem is creatively set with critical stylistic elements and meanings but this essay will specifically focus on allusion in the post. Allusion is a key figure of style in the poem and it is used by Louise Gluck to explain the lifestyle and the conditions lived by the Greeks during the Trojan War.
As such, one critical stylistic element in the poem is an allusion. Generally, allusion can be defined as an intentional reference to either mythical or historical people, objects, or events. As a vital device in poetry, the poet does not describe the actual activities that he alludes, and as such, the poet expects that their audience will be able to connect or link with the events as they occurred earlier. In the poem, allusion is used to show the conditions that the Greeks lived in as they fought the war. According to Hedley (193), the use of the ‘‘bony island’’ indicates that the Greeks struggled and lived in poverty, and as such, the fight made them feel relieved. Therefore, the audience is expected to connect with the history of the Greeks and the conditions that forced them to fight for their land, and this ensures a better understanding of the poem.
Allusion in the poem is also used to explain the beliefs that the Greeks had as they joined the war. In this context, the Greeks had strong beliefs to the spirits, and this can be used to explain the reason why they believed in gods and goddesses. The aspect of allusion, in this case, is used to describe the events and ceremonies that the Greeks undertook as they joined fights, probably for success. On the same note, some Greeks failed to embrace the idea of accommodating spiritual aspects, and as such, they did not connect the war with the spiritual aspects and as the poem hints, “and a few grow slightly uneasy: what if war is just a male version of dressing up, a game devised to avoid profound spiritual questions? Ah, but it was not only the war’’ (Glück 15). Through allusion, the audience can think and argue critically concerning the aspect of the war among the Greeks. 
Upon reading the poem, it is evident that the Greeks were not fully aware of the outcomes of the war as well as what was expected of them back in their homes. With the help of allusion, the audience can link the implications of the war by reflecting on the actual event.  and this is evident through the line ‘there on the beach, discussing the various timetables for getting home, no one believed it could take ten years to get back to Ithaca; no one foresaw that decade of insoluble dilemmas—oh unanswerable affliction of the human heart: how to divide the world’s beauty into acceptable and unacceptable loves!’’ (Glück 19). This assertion means that the Greeks were not sure whether they would be in a position of making it out of the war successfully. As mentioned in the poem, the Greeks discussed different timetables for getting home, and as such, no one believed it would take them ten years to get back to Ithaca. Through the use of allusion, the city of Ithaca, in New York, is associated with some hope for the Greeks after they fought the war and got home. 
In addition, allusion allows the audience to imagine how events or the occurrences unfolded during the war on the Shores of Troy. Being one of the most significant wars in Greek’s history, many incidents occurred in the journey, and as such, Greece became what is today (Hedley 199). As asserted, ‘‘on the shores of Troy, how could the Greeks know they were hostages already: who once delays the journey is already enthralled; how could they know that of their small number some would be held forever by the dreams of pleasure, some by sleep, some by music?’’(Glück 24). In this case, the audience can understand the fact that the Greeks were held hostages as some were unable to last until the end of the war. With the use of allusion, it is possible to link the occurrences as they occurred in the past. The allusion also brings the aspect of the possibility of death in the midst of the wars. The poet asserts that there was a small number of some Greeks who would be held forever by the dreams of pleasure and some by sleep. In this case, the word ‘‘sleep’’ means death, which means the Greeks lost some of its warriors. Therefore, this allows the audience to reflect on the fact that events of misfortunes affected the fighters in Troy. 
In addition, allusion is evident through the use of the word ‘‘Troy.’’ In many cases, when the word “Troy” is mentioned, the thoughts of the war with those who defended the city of Troy cross the mind. In other words, allusion allows the audience to imagine how the war was like in terms of its causes and implications. Further, the war in Troy began to intensify, and as such, every day the fighters were packed by surprises. Through the aspect of allusion, the audience can reflect the unfolding of the war in Troy and as noted, “no one wants to go home, back to that bony island; everyone wants a little more of what there is in Troy, more life on the edge, that sense of every day as being packed with surprises.’’ (Glück 32). On the same note, the aspect of allusion in the poem permits the audience to reflect about the people who were left at home or did not join other fighters. In other words, it is possible that those who did not join the war did it with a plausible excuse, and as such, while the fighters were interested in exploring more. 
In summation, allusion is a vital element of literature that allows the audience to relate different occurrences to historical events and objects based on the type of context that the poem is set. In this case, ‘‘Parable of the Hostages’’ by Louise Gluck is a perfect example of a poem that accommodates different aspects of allusion as illustrated above. Since the context of the Trojan War governs the poem, allusion is an excellent element of literature for it allows the audience to relate with the poem with the actual war. For that reason, the audience can understand and have an insight into the causes and implications of the war, even though they were not present during its occurrence.
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